
including exhibits. No other participant pre-filed any testimony or exhibits. Copies of the 
testimony and exhibits wer made available at the offices of Amicalola EMC for public 
in pcction. 

Amicalola EMC held a public hearing on April 22, 2009, at the office of Oglethorpe 
Power Corporation, 2100 East Exchange Place, Tucker, Georgia. At the hearing, Messrs. Payne 
and 'hmbutt presented their pre-filed testimony, which was accepted into the record. No other 
witnesses or speaker' appear d at the hearing. There were no post-hearing filings or 
submissions. A transcript of the Hearing has been maintained on file at Amicalola EMC for 
review by the public upon request, and made available at cost to anyone requesting a copy. 

The Board has reviewed the record, and finds that the Hearing and pre- and post-hearing 
procedures were duly conducted in accordance with applicable provisions of the EISA and the 
Rules. Consequently, the Board has a sufficient record on which to make a Final Decision as to 
all three statutorily mandated standards. 

III. Final Decision and Resolution 

The Board has evaluated all record evidence in light of the following PURPA policies: 
(1) conserving energy; (2) using facilities and resources with optimal efficiency, and (3) 
providing equitable rates to consumers. In view of the PURPA policies and of the evidence 
developed at the Hearing, the Board concludes as follows regarding the three standards 
addressed at the Hearing: 

]. Integrated Resource Planning 

The Integrated Resource Planning standard (16 U.S.c. § 2621(d)(16)) provides as 
follows: 

Each electric utility shall ­

(Aj integrate energy effiCiency resources into utility, State, and regional 
plans; and 

(Bj adopt policies establishing cost-effective energy efficiency as a priority 
resource. 

The Board finds that Amicalola EMC, to the extent it is able to do so as an electric 
distribution utility, has already included energy efficiency resources into its integrated resource 
planning (IRP) process, and has adopted policies establishing cost-effective energy efficiency as 
a priority resource. Thus, Amicalola EMC does not need to implement the IRP standard. As an 
electric distribution utility that purchases its power under wholesale power contracts, Amicalola 
EMC has limited ability to make an independent determination regarding the complete 
implementation of the IRP standard. However, Amicalola EMC has incorporated energy 
efficiency plans in its IRP through load forecasting, which is driven by historical trends and 
projections related to consumers' patterns of usage. The effects of energy efficiency programs 
are contained in the future year's power requirements projections and are thereby incorporated 
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into the IRP process. Amicalola EMC has also taken many steps to make its distribution system 
more operationally efficient, including upgrading its distribution system to 25 kV, replacing 
overhead distribution lines with larger conductor, and investing in equipment such as 
Supervisor Control and Data Acquisition ( ADA). Amicalola EMC has also adopted several 
consumer-oriented programs that directly promot nergy efficiency to its consumers, including 
distribution of Compact Florescent Light bulbs, offering home energy audits, and educating 
consumers through publications and presentations. 

2.	 Rate Design Modifications 

The Rate Design Modification standard (16 U.S.c. § 262l(d)(17)) provides as follows: 

Rate design modifications to promote energy efficiency investments. 

(A)	 In general. The rates allowed to be charged by any electric utility shall ­
(i) align utility incentives with the delivery ofcost-effective energy 

efficiency; and 
(ii) promote energy efficiency investments. 

(B)	 Policy options. In complying with subparagraph (A), each State regulatory 
authority and each nonregulated utility shall consider-­

(i) removing the throughput incentive and other regulatory and management 
disincentives to energy efficiency; 

(ii) providing utility incentives for the successful management ofenergy 
efficiency programs; 

(iii) including the impact on adoption ofenergy efficiency as 1 ofthe goals 
ofretail rate design, recognizing that energy efficiency must be balanced with 
other objectives; 

(iv) adopting rate designs that encourage energy efficiencyfor each 
customer class; 

(v) allowing timely recovery ofenergy efficiency-related costs; and 
(vi) offering home energy audits, offering demand response programs, 

publicizing the financial and environmental benefits associated with making home 
energy efficiency improvements, and educating homeowners about all existing 
Federal and State incentives, including the availability oflow-cost loans, that 
make energy efficiency improvements more affordable. 

The Board finds that Amicalola EMC has already taken steps to charge retail rates that 
reasonably align utility incentives with the delivery of cost-effective energy efficiency and 
promote energy efficiency investments. Thus, it is not necessary to implement the PURPA rate 
design modification standard. Amicalola EMC's rates contain design features that recover fixed 
and variable costs in ways that reduce the adverse impact on margins resulting from lower 
energy sales due to energy efficiency. Also, Amicalola EMC rate schedules applicable to 
residential and larger consumers are designed to promote energy efficiency, particularly during 
the summer months when generation and transmission costs are typically most expensive. 
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3. Smart Grid Information 

The Smart Grid Information standard (16 .S.c. § 262l(d)(19» provides as follows: 

Smart grid information. 

(A) Standard. All electricity purchasers shall be provided direct access, in written or 
electronic machine-readable form as appropriate, to information from their electricity 
provider as provided in subparagraph (B). 

(B) Information. Information provided under this section, to the extent practicable, 
shall include: 

(i) Prices. Purchasers and other interested persons shall be provided with 
information on-­

(I) time-based electricity prices in the wholesale electricity market; and 
(II) time-based electricity retail prices or rates that are available to the 

purchasers. 
(ii) Usage. Purchasers shall be provided with the number ofelectricity units, 

expressed in kWh, purchased by them. 
(iii) Intervals and projections. Updates ofinformation on prices and usage shall be 

offered on not less than a daily basis, shall include hourly price and use information, 
where available, and shall include a day-ahead projection ofsuch price information to 
the extent available. 

(iv) Sources. Purchasers and other interested persons shall be provided annually 
with written information on the sources ofthe power provided by the utility, to the extent 
it can be determined, by type ofgeneration, including greenhouse gas emissions 
associated with each type ofgeneration, for intervals during which such information is 
available on a cost-effective basis. 

(C) Access. Purchasers shall be able to access their own information at any time 
through the Internet and on other means ofcommunication elected by that utility for 
Smart Grid applications. Other interested persons shall be able to access information 
not specific to any purchaser through the Internet. Information specific to any purchaser 
shall be provided solely to that purchaser. 

The Board finds that the only portion of this standard that Amicalola EMC could 
implement at this time is Section (B)(iv), pertaining to providing consumers with information on 
generation sources and associated greenhouse emissions, subject to its wholesale supplier 
committing to provide such information to Amicalola EMC. The other information set forth in 
the standard is not currently available. First, it is not possible to provide "time-based electricity 
prices in the wholesale electricity market" (section (B) (i» because there is no applicable 
wholesale market from which real-time prices can be provided and Amicalola EMC's long-term 
power supply contracts do not allow the price of purchased electricity to be disclosed. Second, 
time-based electricity prices or rates are not available on a daily basis, nor is day-ahead retail 
pricing available under Amicalola EMC's present retail rates. Third, energy usage information, 
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expressed in kilowatts, on "not less than a daily basis," is not currently available. However, 
Amicalola EMC may consider in the near future the feasibility of installing Advanced Metering 
Infrastructure (AMI) that could include the capability of providing consumers with daily and 
perhaps hourly usage information. As noted, the only information set forth in this standard that 
Amicalola EMC could make available would be the sources of generation and associated 
greenhouse emissions, subject to Oglethorpe Power Corporation committing to provide such 
information to Amicalola EMC. Thus, the Board finds that it should not implement the smart 
grid information standard at this time. 

The Board having considered the evidence presented at the Hearing in light of the 
statutory PURPA factors, it is resolved and passed by unanimous vote to adopt the above and 
foregoing resolution as the Final Decision of the Board, this 27th day of August, 2009. 

CERTIFICATION 

I, Randall Ponder, certify that I am Secretary of Amicalola Electric Membership Corporation 
Board of Directors. I further certify that the above is a true and correct copy of a resolution duly 
passed by the Board of Directors at a meeting of this Board of Directors on August 27, 2009, a 
quorum was present, and that the resolution appears in the minutes of that meeting and has not 
been modified or rescinded. 

Randall Ponder, Secretary 

~~1JOot 
Date 
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